CHAPTER XI
THE GREEK ANTHOLOGY

WHEN we enter the gardens of the Anthology, in
addition to much that is merely an accentuation of
notes heard before, we find some new features.   Of
course, part of this collection falls within what we
call the classical period, but we are to deal here with
the later writers,   These short poems are a reflex
of the changes that have taken place in man's social
environment,  and  in  his  intellectual  and  moral
ideals*   The intense feeling of national and civic life
which preoccupied the minds of Greek citizens, as
long as Greece was Greece, has disappeared, and in
its place has arisen a family and individual spirit.
In the sphere of literary art the glass which had been
wont to give so steady a reflection of life is shattered
to fragments.   The ideals that inspired the writers of
epic and drama and lyric are dead, and Romance is
not yet fully born.   Yet this breaking-up, along with
great  loss,   brings   also  its  compensations.    The
Anthology is, in its way, a most human document
Now we see, what we had rarely seen before in the
days of high art, man in the family, as he lives from
day to day, with his individual hopes and fears, and
loves and passions.   Now we read those 'trivial fond
records' of which epic poet and dramatist and lyrist
take little or no account, and past which the proud
pageant of history imperiously sweeps.
The mission of Hellas among the nations has
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